Section 736 — FY26 NDAA (Public Law 119-60)

SEC. 736. STUDY ON PREVALENCE AND MORTALITY OF CANCER AMONG MILITARY
ROTARY-WING PILOTS AND AVIATION SUPPORT PERSONNEL.

(a) Study Required.—

The Secretary of Defense shall conduct a study to determine whether there is an increased prevalence or rate of
mortality caused by cancer among military rotary-wing pilots and aviation support personnel as compared to
individuals in the general population with similar demographic characteristics.

(b) Scope of Study.—

In conducting the study under subsection (a), the Secretary shall—

(1) assess the prevalence and mortality rates of cancer among covered individuals;

(2) compare such rates with those of a statistically appropriate control population; and

(3) identify potential carcinogenic toxins, hazardous materials, or occupational exposures associated with the
operation, maintenance, or support of military rotary-wing aircraft that may contribute to any increased
prevalence or mortality identified.

(c) Covered Individuals Defined.—

In this section, the term “covered individuals” means members of the Armed Forces and former members of the
Armed Forces who served as—

(1) rotary-wing pilots; or
(2) aviation support personnel involved in the operation, maintenance, or sustainment of rotary-wing aircraft.
(d) Consultation.—

In carrying out the study required under this section, the Secretary of Defense shall consult with the Defense
Health Agency and such other appropriate Federal agencies or research entities as the Secretary considers
appropriate.

(e) Report.—

Not later than [X] days after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the
congressional defense committees a report on the results of the study conducted under this section, including—

(1) findings with respect to cancer prevalence and mortality among covered individuals;
(2) any identified occupational or environmental risk factors; and

(3) recommendations for additional research, policy changes, or protective measures, as appropriate.
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